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EAD originsEAD origins

�� Berkeley Finding Aid Project, 1993Berkeley Finding Aid Project, 1993--9595

�� Bentley Project, July 1995Bentley Project, July 1995

�� Alpha and beta versions, lots of testing, 1995Alpha and beta versions, lots of testing, 1995--9797

�� Release of EAD Version 1.0, 1998Release of EAD Version 1.0, 1998

�� Release of EAD Version 2002Release of EAD Version 2002

�� XML schema released, 2006XML schema released, 2006

�� 1010thth anniversary next year!anniversary next year!



EAD Working GroupEAD Working Group

�� Established in 1995Established in 1995

�� International membershipInternational membership——U.S., Canada, U.K., U.S., Canada, U.K., 
Australia, France, Germany, The Netherlands Australia, France, Germany, The Netherlands 

�� U.S. Library of Congress maintains official U.S. Library of Congress maintains official 
documentation and web site documentation and web site 
http://www.loc.gov/eadhttp://www.loc.gov/ead

�� Society of American Archivists EAD Roundtable Society of American Archivists EAD Roundtable 
Help PagesHelp Pages
http://www.archivists.org/saagroups/eadhttp://www.archivists.org/saagroups/ead



BenefitsBenefits

�� Open standardOpen standard
�� NonNon--proprietaryproprietary

�� Platform independentPlatform independent

�� InteroperabilityInteroperability
�� MultiMulti--institutional databases such as institutional databases such as 

ArchiveGridArchiveGrid, Online Archive of California, A2A, Online Archive of California, A2A

�� MigrationMigration

�� Embed or link to files in any digital formatEmbed or link to files in any digital format



BenefitsBenefits

�� Relationships with other encoding Relationships with other encoding 

standardsstandards

�� Dublin CoreDublin Core

�� MARCMARC

�� Encoded Archival Context (EAC)Encoded Archival Context (EAC)

�� Multilevel descriptionMultilevel description

�� Compatibility with ISAD(G)Compatibility with ISAD(G)



PDFPDF

texttext

HTMLHTML

XMLXML EADEAD

One encoding, multiple outputsOne encoding, multiple outputs











Producing EADProducing EAD

�� New finding aidsNew finding aids
�� Relational databasesRelational databases

�� XML authoring softwareXML authoring software

�� From legacy filesFrom legacy files
�� Copy and paste from text files (e.g., Microsoft Copy and paste from text files (e.g., Microsoft 

Word) into XML authoring softwareWord) into XML authoring software

�� CSV files from databasesCSV files from databases

�� Vendor conversionVendor conversion



Impact of EAD in the U.S.Impact of EAD in the U.S.

�� Repositories began to share (and Repositories began to share (and 
compare) descriptive practices, develop compare) descriptive practices, develop 
best practice guidelines for encodingbest practice guidelines for encoding

�� Many cooperative projects to implement Many cooperative projects to implement 
EADEAD

�� Led directly to the development of Led directly to the development of 
Describing Archives: A Content Standard Describing Archives: A Content Standard 
(DACS)(DACS)



Impact of EAD in the U.S.Impact of EAD in the U.S.

�� TrainingTraining

�� EAD taught in library science and archives coursesEAD taught in library science and archives courses

�� SAA EAD workshop (2 day)SAA EAD workshop (2 day)

�� University of Virginia Rare Book School workshop (5 University of Virginia Rare Book School workshop (5 

day)day)

�� Development of toolsDevelopment of tools

�� Archivist’s ToolkitArchivist’s Toolkit

�� EAD CookbookEAD Cookbook



International appealInternational appeal

�� EAD Tag Library translated into several EAD Tag Library translated into several 

languages, including German, Spanish, languages, including German, Spanish, 

Chinese, French, Greek, and soon Brazilian Chinese, French, Greek, and soon Brazilian 

PortuguesePortuguese

�� EAD being used by national archives in EAD being used by national archives in 

France, Germany, Poland, United France, Germany, Poland, United 

Kingdom, Australia, The NetherlandsKingdom, Australia, The Netherlands



Identity Statement AreaIdentity Statement Area

ISAD(G)ISAD(G)

�� 3.1.1 Reference code3.1.1 Reference code

�� 3.1.2 Title3.1.2 Title

�� 3.1.3 Dates3.1.3 Dates

�� 3.1.4 Level of Description3.1.4 Level of Description

�� 3.1.5 Extent and medium 3.1.5 Extent and medium 
of the unitof the unit

EADEAD

�� EAD identifier <EAD identifier <eadideadid> > 
and ID of the unit and ID of the unit 
<<unitidunitid>>

�� Unit title <Unit title <unittitleunittitle>>

�� Unit date <Unit date <unitdateunitdate>>

�� Archival description Archival description 
<<archdescarchdesc> and > and 
Component <c> level Component <c> level 
attributesattributes

�� Physical Description Physical Description 
<<physdescphysdesc>>



Context AreaContext Area

ISAD(G)ISAD(G)

�� 3.2.1 Name of creator3.2.1 Name of creator

�� 3.2.2 Administrative/3.2.2 Administrative/

biographical historybiographical history

�� 3.2.3 Archival history3.2.3 Archival history

�� 3.2.4 Immediate source 3.2.4 Immediate source 

of acquisitionof acquisition

EADEAD

�� Origination <Origination <originationorigination>>

�� Biography/History Biography/History 

<<bioghistbioghist>>

�� Custodial history Custodial history 

<<custodhistcustodhist>>

�� Acquisition information Acquisition information 

<<acqinfoacqinfo>>



Content and Structure AreaContent and Structure Area

ISAD(G)ISAD(G)

�� 3.3.1 Scope and 3.3.1 Scope and 
contentcontent

�� 3.3.2 Appraisal, 3.3.2 Appraisal, 
destruction, and destruction, and 
schedulingscheduling

�� 3.3.3 Accruals3.3.3 Accruals

�� 3.3.4 System of 3.3.4 System of 
arrangementarrangement

EADEAD

�� Scope and content Scope and content 
<<scopecontentscopecontent>>

�� Appraisal <Appraisal <appraisalappraisal>>

�� Accruals <Accruals <accrualsaccruals>>

�� Arrangement Arrangement 
<<arrangementarrangement>>



Conditions of Access and Use AreaConditions of Access and Use Area

ISAD(G)ISAD(G)

�� 3.4.1 Conditions 3.4.1 Conditions 
governing accessgoverning access

�� 3.4.2 Conditions 3.4.2 Conditions 
governing reproductiongoverning reproduction

�� 3.4.3 Language/3.4.3 Language/
script of the materialscript of the material

�� 3.4.4 Physical 3.4.4 Physical 
characteristics and characteristics and 
technical requirementstechnical requirements

�� 3.4.5 Finding aids3.4.5 Finding aids

EADEAD

�� Conditions governing  Conditions governing  
access <access <accessrestrictaccessrestrict>>

�� Conditions governing use Conditions governing use 
<<userestrictuserestrict>>

�� Language of the material Language of the material 
<<langmateriallangmaterial>>

�� Physical characteristics Physical characteristics 
and technical and technical 
requirements <requirements <phystechphystech>>

�� Other finding aid Other finding aid 
<<otherfindaidotherfindaid>>



Allied Materials AreaAllied Materials Area

ISAD(G)ISAD(G)

�� 3.5.1 Existence and 3.5.1 Existence and 
location of originalslocation of originals

�� 3.5.2 Existence and 3.5.2 Existence and 
location of copieslocation of copies

�� 3.5.3 Related units of 3.5.3 Related units of 
descriptiondescription

�� 3.5.4 Publication note3.5.4 Publication note

EADEAD

�� Location of originals Location of originals 
<<originalslocoriginalsloc>>

�� Alternate form available Alternate form available 
<<altformavailaltformavail>>

�� Related material Related material 
<<relatedmaterialrelatedmaterial>>
Separated material Separated material 
<<separatedmaterialseparatedmaterial>>

�� Bibliography Bibliography 
<bibliography><bibliography>



Notes and Description Control Notes and Description Control 

Areas Areas 

ISAD(G)ISAD(G)

�� 3.6.1 Note3.6.1 Note

�� 3.7.1 Archivist’s note3.7.1 Archivist’s note

�� 3.7.2 Rules or 3.7.2 Rules or 

conventionsconventions

�� 3.7.3 3.7.3 Date(sDate(s) of ) of 

descriptionsdescriptions

EADEAD

�� Note <Note <notenote>>

�� Processing information Processing information 

<<processinfoprocessinfo>>

�� Descriptive rules Descriptive rules 

<<descrulesdescrules>>

�� <<processinfoprocessinfo> <date>> <date>



SummarySummary

�� EAD is a good fit for outputting ISAD(G) EAD is a good fit for outputting ISAD(G) 

finding aidsfinding aids

�� EAD is an open standard, guided by the EAD is an open standard, guided by the 

needs of archivistsneeds of archivists

�� One encoding provides many outputsOne encoding provides many outputs


